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Owner dies before RBD 1 Owner survives to RBD 1 — Lifetime RMDs begin

Owner dies after RBD 

Distribute payments over 
the longer of the spouse’s 

life expectancy, recalculated 
every year, and  the owner’s 
life expectancy, term certain

Spouse dies Distribute payments over spouse’s life expectancy, term certain

No Yes

One Individual 
non-spousal 
beneficiary 
or multiple 
individual 

beneficiaries

Distribute payments 
over the oldest 

beneficiary’s life 
expectancy, term 

certain 

5-year 
payout

Payments must begin 
when the owner 

would have reached 
age 70.5.  Distribute 
payments over the 

spouse’s life expectancy, 
recalculated every year

Roll into  
spouse’s own 

IRA�

No beneficiary is 
named or there is 
a non-individual 

beneficiary
Spouse is the 

sole beneficiary

Spouse is the sole 
beneficiary 

Roll into spouse’s 
 own IRA

One individual non-spousal 
beneficiary or multiple 
individual beneficiaries

Distribute payments 
over the longer of the 

oldest beneficiary’s life 
expectancy, term certain, 

and the owner’s life 
expectancy, term certain

No beneficiary is named 
or there is a non-

individual beneficiary

Distribute payments over 
owner’s life expectancy, 

term certain

 
Use 

Uniform Lifetime 
table and recalculate 

each year

 
Use 

joint life tables 
and recalculate each 

year

Is spouse the sole 
beneficiary and more  

than 10 years younger?

Required Minimum Distributions After Death

Note: This information is provided for 
overview or general educational purposes 
only. This is not to be considered, or 
intended to be legal or tax advice. Changes 
in the tax law may affect the information 
provided. Investors should consult with 
their legal or tax advisors for personalized 
assistance, including any specific state law 
requirements. 
1. Required Beginning Date: April 1 of the 
calendar year following the calendar year in 
which the participant attains age 70½.


